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Standards of Industry Number One: The FSF’s Four Freedoms
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Standards of Industry Number One: The FSF’s Four Freedoms
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Standards of Industry Number Two: The OSI’s Open Source Definition
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Red Hat’s Own Words: What Is Open Source?
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Red Hat’s Terms: Distribution Is A Material Breach
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Red Hat’s Terms: Distribution Is A Material Breach
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The Inescapable Conclusion

• IBM no longer makes the code to RHEL available without a 
subscription.  Is that, in Red Hat’s own words, “designed to be 
publicly accessible”?  The subscription terms make distribution of 
that code a material breach.  Can “anyone… see, modify, and 
distribute the code as they see fit”? 

• Without commenting on the requirements of particular open source 
licenses or other legal questions, the combination of the removal of 
the source code from public access, and the restrictions on 
distribution in IBM’s agreements, render RHEL inconsistent with both 
the OSI’s Open Source Definition and the FSF’s Free Software 
Definition.  
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• FSF What is Free Software?
https://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.en.html

• OSI Open Source Definition
https://opensource.org/osd/

• Red Hat: What is open source?
https://www.redhat.com/en/topics/open-source/what-is-open-source

• RHEL Subscription Terms, Appendix 1:
https://www.redhat.com/licenses/Appendix_1_Global_English_20230309.pdf

• Red Hat Cloud Subscription Terms:
https://www.redhat.com/licenses/cloud_cssa/GLOBAL_Cloud_Software_Subscription_Agree
ment_English_20171117.pdf



Thank you!
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